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Introduction

The numbenpof singlemothers in théAmericanpopulationhave increasedvertheyears
(2013CensusBureauAnalysisof 2012CurrentPopulationSurvey).While the proportionto the
populationmight nothave changedreatly,the numberof single mothersiving belowthe
povertylevel areconsiderablyargewhencompared taheir marriedcounterpartsSincethese
womenlive in povertywith dependenthildren,housingchallengesreanissue Policymakers
andadvocatesreinformedby Censuglata andthersourcesf information.However,someof
these data sourcsvebeenfoundto beproblematicandmayaffecttheway single mothersnd
their residence issueseidentified.

This projectwill usethe 20062010AmericanCommunitySurveyto explorethe
distributionof single mother#n theLos AngelesCountyandits potentialeffectson policy
implications.

Literature Review

Contraryto popularbelief, single motheheaded householdsenot simpleliving
arrangementsonsistingof a single mother antlerdependenthildren.The 19681985PSID
(PanelStudyof IncomeData) filesfailedto accounfor singlemothers whaveresubfamily
headswhich createda bias inage, race,welfareuse,andpovertystatusRendall,1997).These

subfamilyheadswere single mothemsho still lived with their parent(syvith their dependent
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children.As aresult,younger single mothekgereundercountedavhile olderblacksingle
motherswereovercounted.

Not only aretheresinglemotherswho aresubfamilyheads ohouseholdswinkler
(1993) usedhe CurrentPopulationSurveyDatafrom 1986 todeterminethetypesof living
arrangemendf singlemothersandfoundthattheyweremanydifferentarrangementsSingle
motherswerefoundto live independentlywith singlefamily membersasa subheadf
householdusuallyliving with parent) beasubhead ohouseholdy living with amarried
couple(usuallythes i n g | e parents)previth@rsunrelatednale(cohabitation),
demonstratinghe needto classifysinglemo t h levingsa@angementbeyondliving
independentlyr cohabitation.

In their studyof Fragile Families,Sigle-RushtonrandMcLanahan2002)foundthatthe
living arrangemendf new,unmarriedsinglemothersvariedgreatlyanddependean thequality
of therelationshipwith partnerdemographicdhumancapital,andcost ofhousing Almost half
unwedsingle mothersverecohabitingwith thec h i fattiedasthetime of birth andonly 17%
wereliving alone.

Other previougrends and livingrrangementa/erealsoaffectedby datacodingerrors.
Usingdatafrom 1970-1995CurrentPopulationSurveys L ondon(1998)examinedrendsof
si ngl e living arfargenerddPDueto codingerrorsof singlemotherswith dependent
childrenliving in multigeneratioal household®efore1984, theywereundercountetby 200,000
to 300,000 0or eachof theyears.London(1998)foundthatii t h e s emothersmegesubfamily
headdiving with their parentsandthe problemsoccurreddisproportionatelyamongteensand
blackwomen.The uncorrectettend falselyindicatesa largeincreasen theshareof single

motherdiving with their parentsln reality, therewasalittle changen thepercentagef single
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motherdiving in thisarrangementverthetimep e r i o 125).dondop(1998) foundhat
there wasinincreasen cohabitatiorratesanda decreasén living independently.

With codingerrorsanddifferentliving arrangementtakeninto accountFolk (1996)
foundthatincome levelaffectedtheliving arrangementsf singlemotherswith dependent
children.Racialdifferencesn theimpactof cohabitation on livingirrangementa/erefound in
theresearchWhite mothersexperiencednincreasen income andlecreasé dependencgn
public assistance whilblackmothersdid not. Bothwhite andblackmotherswho lived with their
parentsvere lesdikely to dependon publicassistancéor their subsistence. Whitgingle
motherswho lived with their parent$oundthattheyspentiesstime on householdchoreswhile
blackmothersdid not. Whitesingle mothersisuallyhadboth parentgresent irtheir household
while mostblacksinglemotherdived with oneparent As aresult,blacksingle motherslid not
benefitfrom lesstime demands dut householadthoressimply by living with a parent.

The livesof Black womenfrom the years19681996weretraced usingjuantitativeand
gualitative data fronthe BaltimoreStudy(McDonaldandRichards2008).Overthe courseof
almostthirty years the McDonaldandRichardg(2008) foundhatthewomenhadfive major
housingtrajectorypatternspersistentlypoor,downwardlymobile, upwardlymobile, persistently
nonpoor,andsporadic.Thestudyfoundthatsingle womerwho hadadditionalchildrenand
remanedunmarriedexperienceadlownwardmobility while womenwho got marriedor remained
marriedexperiencedipwardmobility. Womenwho choseto live with relativesendedup
residingin poorneighborhoodsindgettingon welfarecausedvomento experience downward
residentiaimobility.

Usinglongitudinaldatafrom thePanelStudyof Income Dynamic¢PSID)andlocal

censugslata,SouthandCrowder(1998) foundhatmarriageandemploymentelpedsingle
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mothersjn generalto moveinto better neighborhood# addition,the motherdiving in
nonpoomeighborhoodsaremorelikely to cohabitthantheir counterpartBving in poor
neighborhoods.

SouthandCrowder(1998)foundthatmotherswho livein nonpoomeighborhoodsvere
foundto bemoreeducatedhave highemncome, andesslikely to receiveAFDC (Aid to
Familieswith DependenChildren).Other factorghatactasbarriersto residentiaimobility for
single mothersvereageandhomeownershipOlder single motherserefound to bdesslikely
to change residencesither downwarar upward,andowningahome,even in goor
neighborhoodactedasanobstacle foresidentiamobility. Owningtheir own home,enables
single motherso bewith their childrenwithout havingto relyon otherrelationshipsituations,
suchascohabitationto keeptheir childrenin ahome.

In this study(SouthandCrowder,1998),71% of blackwomenwerefrom poor
neighborhoodsvhile 19%were fromnonpoomeighborhoodsBlack womenwere foundo have
greatedifficulty movingfrom poorto nonpoomeighborhoodshantheir counterpartsvith
similar educatiorandincomelevel. Black womenwho were educatedndhigherincomelevels
still experiencedlifficulty stayingin nonpoomeighborhoodandhadhigherratesof moving
into poorer neighborhoods.

Many single mothersely on publicassistanc@ousingfor shelterPark,Fertigand
Metraux(2014) foundhatfamiliesexperiencingnomelessnesandfinancialdisadvantagavere
most likelyto receivehousingassistancel h e r e s stualyofc3f23¥ towiicome familiesn
20large citiesoveranineyearperiodfoundthatneighborhoodharacteristickadanimpactas
did theracialbackgroundf single mothersBlack mothersveremorelikely to receivehousing

assistance thastherminority women.
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Mu | r d99Gssidyfoundthatwhite singlemotherswith smallfamiliesbenefitedthe
mostfrom section8, orpublic assistance housinflinority singlemotherson theother hand,
wereleast likelyto benefit iftheydesiredto moveto better neighborhoodbantheir current
poorneighborhoodandhadother unmehousingneeds.

The literatureon singlemothersandtheir residential mobilityssueshavebeenlimited by
under andvercouning of single motherancorrectassumptionsboutliving arrangementand
focusingon mostlylowerincome singlenothers.This projectusesthe 20062010American
CommunitySurveyCensudatato explorethe spatialdistributionof single motherst the block
grouplevel inLos AngelesCountyusingArcGIS geocodediles andshapefiles.

Data and Methods

This projectusedthe 20062010ACS (AmericanCommunitySurvey)geocodedlatabase
alongwith tablesfrom the20062010ACS for informationon populationcount,child and
relationshipstatus andpovertycount.CensusBureaupartnership shapefilagereused tocreate
data layeratthe Los AngelesCountylevel. The Countyshapefile wasised to limitdatato the
Countylevel anda placeshapefilewasusedto identifyandlabelspecific placegor cities) within
the County.The Countyshapefilewasjoinedto theACS geocodedlatabassothatthe data
would belimited to Los AngelesCountyinsteadof the entire statef California,resultingin a
little over2400caseutatthetractlevel. The2010Censuswvebsite showshat9,818,603ived
in Los AngelesCountyat thetime of the2010 Censudata collectiorwith 239,012(7.9%)being
single mothersr femalehouseholderwith dependenthildrenof their own.

In orderto gainanunderstandin@f the spatialdistributionof singlemothers ofemale
headsf householdsvith their owndependenthildren(usuallyblood-related) severaldifferent

thematic mapsvere createdsingthe 2010Censudata.Thefirst mapinvestigategopulation
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densityto geta senseof which areasn Los AngelesCountyhadhigherconcentratiorof people.
A single mothedensitymapwascreatedn orderto find outwheremostpeople whadentified
assingle motherdived. A seriesof mapsthatinvestigatedhe povertylevel in Los Angeleswas
createdusingthe PovertyLevel variable fromthe 2010CensusThis variable accountefbr
individualswho were identifiedashavingincomebelowthe povertylevd. The firstmapwasthe
overalllevel, followed by a mapwhich lookedat the genderedlifference betweepovertylevels.
Lastly,amapmeasuringheratio or proportionof single motheheads ohouseholds to the
povertylevel wascreatedusingthe data.
Findings

The valuedor thedifferentvariableswereallowed tovaryin orderto detectvariance
within thepopulationat differentlevels.
Density

Thedensitymapdescribeghe populationdensityat the censudractlevelin the Los
AngelesCountyarea A total 2,340Censuslractsrevealedhatthe mostpopulatedarea
containedl6%ofCa | i f total popudatiosandtheleastpopulatedareacontainedd%. It is
importantto keepin mindthatwhile topographysuchasbodiesof water(waterpolygons)were
takeninto accountl os AngelesCountyhasmountainrangesvhich arenot likelyto beinhabited
by people.

The totalpopulationdensitymapshowedhatpeoplewerehighly concentrateih the
Santa ClaritaMalibu, Calabasaareasaswell asthe easterrparts suchasthe SanGabrielValley
area(Pasadenaylonrovia,Duarte)to Pomonandthensouth, to th&ignalHill andLomita

areas.
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TheLos AngelesCountyrate forwomenwho identifiedasbeingsinglefemale headsf
householdsvith their owndependenthildren(blood-relatedor legal)was7.9%.The population
densitymapsshowthatsingle femaldeads ohouseholdsvith own dependenthildrenare
lower atthe Censuslractlevel with a high of 5.5%andamean 0f0.72%.This variable wasplit
into 1lintervalsrangingfrom 0.0 top 5.5%which revealedhatahigh concentratiorof single
femaleheads ohouseholdd$ived in theSanta Clarital.ancasterMalibu, andLos Angelesareas.
When thevalueswere collapsetihto athreecategoriesvith amediumcutpoint 0f0.67%,the
data revealethatothermid densityareassuchasthe SanFernanddvalley, Inglewood,
Compton,PomonaandAgoura Hillsareas.

Poverty

A mapdescribingthe spatialdistributionof povertywasgeneratedisingthe 2010Census
Data counfor peoplewho identified asbeingbelowthe povertylevel. 2,322tractswere counted
andhadamean povertyevel of 14.42%with amaximum 0f27.04%.

In orderto detectgenderedlifferencesn povertylevel betweemmalesandfemales, maps
for therespectivepovertylevelsfor malesandfemalesvere createdOverall, malesreported
havinghigherlevelsof povertyat 0.65%for the maximumwhile femaleshada maximumrate at
0.45%.Thegeographic concentratiamf menandwomenbelowthe povertylevel alsodiffered
with malesbeingconcentratedh thePalmdaleLancasterarea andemalesbeingconcentrateh
the Santa Clarital.os AngelesSouthCentralareasThe mearvaluesfor maleandfemale
povertydifferedby 0.01%with males havinga mean 0f0.08%andfemaleshavinga meanof
0.07%.However,maleshada greaterangeor variance whiclresultedn greater standard

deviationwhencompared taheir female counterparts.
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SingleMothersand Poverty

Thepovertylevel variable and single motheariablesverecombinedo createa
thematic mapvhich exploredthe geographidlistribution ofsingle motherstthe povertylevel.
2,309tractswereaccountedor andhad arangeof 0%to 15%o0f womenatthepovertylevel
beingsingle mothersvith ameanof 0.67%.Thehighestconcentratiorof single mothersitthe
povertylevel were foundn the Santa ClaritalMalibu, PasadenganFernandoGlendale andLa
Canada Flintridgareas.
Discussion

The objectiveor this projed wasto examindghe spatialdistributionof single mothers
who live with their dependenthildren.Spatialanalysisshowsthatsinglemothersare
concentratedh variousareaghroughoutLos AngelesCounty.While it is commonto assume
thatmostsingle mothersvould residein lessaffluentneighborhoodgherewasagreat
concentratiorof singlemothers in middl@nduppermiddleclassareasTheterm,i s i ngl e
mo t h e beamisnmmersincethe stereotypicakingle mothers usuallylowerincome,
unmarried andyounger Womenhave beeiknown tobecome single mothebs choiceand
throughthe dissolution ofmarriageor otherstablerelationshipsThe datéor this projectdoes
not have informatioron how awomanbecamea single motherRather it isdataon beinga
femalehead ofouseholdvith dependenthildren.Hencetheterm,isi mgt @ ethis f or
projectis averyloose,all-encompassingermfor varioussituations.

Thepovertylevel mapsshowthatmale andemalepovertylevel rateshavedifferent
rangesandpoormalesandfemaledive in differentareasin addition,the numberof single
mothersatthe povertylevel aremoreconcentratedh affluentareagshanpoorer,urbanareasThe

heavyconcentratiorof single motherdelowthe povery level inmoreaffluentareascanbedue
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to womenbecomingsingleheadsf householdshroughdivorce.Thesingle femaléneads of
householddiving in lessaffluentareassuchasthe Los AngelesandSouthCentralarea mighbe
underreportedr reporttheir statusdifferently sinceliterature revealghatlowerincome single
mothersgspeciallywomen ofcolor, tendto live in multigenerationahouseholdsA single
motherliving with hermotheror auntmight beless likelyto reportherselfasbeingthe headof
householdvith dependenthildren.A womanwho works minimumwage,underthetable,
especiallywill notreportherself adeingheadof thehouseholdAs aresult, dugo unreported
circumstancedhe datamight be skewed.

The genderedifferencein povertylevel andgeographic distributiowasinteresting
because sociologistsefascinatedvith thenotionof thefi f e mi n iofpavertywhered
women,dueto thewagegapmostly, areexpectedo have lowelevels ofincomeandendup
belowthe povertylevel. However,atthetractlevel for Los AngelesCounty,it wasfoundthat
mentendto havegreaterangesof beingpoorandin greaterconcentrationdyecominga
potentialtopic for futureresearch.

Conclusion

The tractevel dataon populatiordensity,povertylevel, andsingle mothestatus
suggestshatthereis muchmore thammeets theyewhenit comesto single mothersindtheir
residentialareasandliving arrangementsWhile it is commonto assume thanost poorsingle
motherswould be concentrateih poor,urbanareassinglefemalehouseholderg/ho reported
beingbelowthe povertyline werefoundin more affluentareasf Los AngelesCounty.There
maybeother reasonsuchasalternativdiving arrangementsjeingsubhouseholderwithin a

family unit for women whaarein thesimilar situation inlower incomeareas.
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The2010Censudatahadother variableselatedto changdan marital status parental
statusandresidentialstatus in thgpastl2 monthsHowever,the questionslid nothave
informationon thepreviousresidenceSuchinformationis most likelyconfidential. This project
wasa preliminaryexaminatioron thespatialdistributionof single motherdy single motler
statusandpovertylevel. A more detailegtudyincludingtracingthe mobility of single mothers
by usingaddresdevel datawill beinitiatedin thefuture by accessinghe Censudata Research
Center athe Universityof SoutherrnCalifornia. The datais expectedo revealchangesn
geographic distributionvera period oftime. The confidentialdatais expected tprovide more
detailedinformationfor spatialanalysis.

The resultdrom studysuchastheseareexpectedo inform policy makers Single
motherhoodvill alwaysbea partof the population, especiallyith thechangesn marriage
patternsvith morepeoplechoosingo have childrerbefore marriager overmarriage While the
findingssuggesthatthetractlevel ratefor singlemotherhoods lower than theCountyrate,
other factorsuchasaggregatelataandundercounting@andunderrepresentatiasf statusmust be

takeninto account.
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